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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
{ƘŜǊƭƻŎƪƛŀƴ ǉǳƛȊȊŜǎΣ ǎƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ {ƛƳƻƴ DƻƻŘŜƴƻǳƎƘΩǎ A Study in 
Scarlet ςA Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
hǾŜǊ мΣрлл ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ψ9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ .ƻȄŜǎΩ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ƛƴ 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
ŦƻǊƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ΨcreatedΩ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ΨƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ŦŀǳȄΩ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΣ 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
LǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊǎ ƛƴ нллс ŀǎ ά/ƻǊƻǘΦέ !ŦǘŜǊ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ .ƻȄŜǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ōŜǉǳŜŀǘƘŜŘ ǘƻ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΩǎ ¢ƛƴ .ƻȄ {Ŏƛƻƴ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ŀ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ tŀǳƭ Ŏƻ-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
5ƻōǊȅ ŀƴŘ wǳǎǘȅ aŀǎƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ōȅ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛƴƎ 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛǘŜƳΩǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻȄŜǎ ƛǎ 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



Picturedis the pipeandtobaccoHolmeswassmokingat the
beginningof the adventure.

ΧŎƘŀǊƎƛƴƎandre-charginghispipewith the strongestblackǘƻōŀŎŎƻΧ
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Picturedis the binoculars,or field glasses,whichHolmesasked
Watsonto bring with them on their trip. Alsopicturedisthe carrying
casefor the glasses.

Ψ²Ŝhave,I think, just time to catchour train at Paddington,andI will go
further into the matter uponour journey.Youwouldobligemebybringing
with youyourveryexcellentfield-ƎƭŀǎǎΦΩ
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PicturedisstationaryfromYƛƴƎΩǎPylandStables,in Dartmoor,Devon,
where SilverBlazewasraisedandtrained.

'I amafraid,Watson,that I shallhavetoƎƻΣΩsaidHolmes,aswesatdown
togetherto our breakfastonemorning.
ΨDƻΗWhereǘƻΚΩ
Ψ¢ƻDartmoor- to King'sPylandΦΩ
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Picturedisa framedlithographof Isonomy,a famousthoroughbred
racehorse, with SilverBlazefrom hisstock.

Ψ{ƛƭǾŜǊ.ƭŀȊŜΣΩsaidhe,Ψƛǎfrom the Isonomystock,andholdsasbrilliant a
recordashisfamousŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊΦΩ
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Picturedis the telegramsentbyColonelRossofYƛƴƎΩǎPylandStables,
requesting Holmesassistancein the disappearanceof SilverBlaze,his
prizehorse,andthe murderof JohnStraker.

ΨhƴTuesdayeveningI receivedtelegrams, both from ColonelRoss,the
ownerof the horse,andfrom InspectorGregory,who islookingafter the
case,invitingmyco-operationΦΩ
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Picturedis the telegramreceivedby Holmesfrom InspectorGregory, 
askingfor his assistancein solvingthe disappearance of SilverBlazeand
the deathof John Straker.

ΨhƴTuesdayeveningI receivedtelegrams,both from ColonelRoss,the
ownerof the horse,andfrom InspectorGregory,who is lookingafter the
case,invitingmyco-operationΦΩ
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Picturedisacabinetphotographof JohnStraker,the trainer of Silver
Blaze,who wasfoundmurdered.

'Thetrainer, JohnStraker,isa retired jockey,who rode in ColonelRoss's
coloursbeforehebecametoo heavyfor the weighing-chair.'
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Picturedisacabinetphotographof NedHunterandSilverBlaze,aswell
asa lithographof NedHunter,the jockeyfor SilverBlaze.

Ψ¢ǿƻof the ladswalkedup to the trainer'shouse,wheretheyhad
supperin the kitchen,while the third, NedHunter,remainedonƎǳŀǊŘΦΩ
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Picturedisthe telegramfrom InspectorGregoryto Holmesanswering
hisinquiry concerningthe lockeddoor.

ΨhƴŜƳƻƳŜƴǘΗΩI asked.Ψ5ƛŘthe stableboy, whenheranout with the
dog,leavethe door unlockedbehindƘƛƳΚΩ
Ψ9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΣWatson;ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΗΩmurmuredmycompanion.Ψ¢ƘŜ

importanceof the point struckmesoforcibly,that I sentaspecialwire to
Dartmooryesterdayto clearthe matter up.Theboylockedthe door
beforehe leftƛǘΦΩ
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Picturedareprintsof the dogwhichguardedthe stables,aswell asSilver
Blaze,the belovedhorseofYƛƴƎΩǎPylandStables.

ΨIŜsprangup andrushedacrossthe stableto unloosethedogΦΩ 
Ψ¸ƻǳϥǾŜtwo horsesin for the WessexCup- SilverBlazeand.ŀȅŀǊŘΦΩ
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Picturedis the telegramsentfrom SherlockHolmesto Inspector
Gregory requestinginformationon the lockeddoor.

ΨhƴŜƳƻƳŜƴǘΗΩI asked.Ψ5ƛŘthe stableboy, whenheranout with the
dog,leavethe door unlockedbehindƘƛƳΚΩ 
Ψ9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΣWatson;ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΗΩmurmuredmycompanion.Ψ¢ƘŜ

importanceof the point struckmesoforcibly,that I sentaspecialwire to
Dartmooryesterdayto clearthe matterǳǇΦΩ
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Picturedis the monocle,or eyeglass,worn by ColonelRosswhenhe
met Watson andHolmesat the rail station.

Twogentlemenwereawaitingusat theǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΧthe other asmallalert
person, veryneatanddapper,in a frock-coatandgaiters,with trim little
side-whiskersand aneyeglass.Thelatter wasColonelRoss,the well-known
sportsman.
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Picturedis the £10note whichMr. Simpsonwasplanningon bribing
the stable boywith. It wasfound on Simpsonwhenhewassearched.

'Hesaysthat it wasa ten-poundnote.Onewasfound in hispurse.'
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PicturedisAHandbookof the Diseasesof the EyeandTreatment,which
describes the useof acataractknife for veryspecificsurgeries.

ΨLǘiswhat we callacataractƪƴƛŦŜΣΩsaidI. 
ΨLthoughtso.Averydelicatebladedevisedfor verydelicatework.A

strangething for amanto carrywith him upona roughexpedition,
especiallyasit wouldnot shut in hisǇƻŎƪŜǘΦΩ
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Picturedis the pipefound in{ǘǊŀƪŜǊΩǎpocketwhenhewasfounddead.

ΨLpresumethat youmadeaninventoryof what hehadin hispocketsat
the time of hisdeath,Inspector?'

'ΧŀƴA.D.P. briar-rootǇƛǇŜΧ'
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Picturedis the matchesandcandlefound in{ǘǊŀƪŜǊΩǎpocketwhenhe
wasfound

dead.Alsopicturedisthe burnt vesta(match)foundbyHolmes.

ΨLpresumethat youmadeaninventoryof what hehadin hispocketsat
the time of hisdeath,LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΚΩ

'Χ¢ƘŜǊŜwasaboxof vestas,two inchesof tallowŎŀƴŘƭŜΧ'
It wasawaxvesta,half burned,whichwassocoatedwith mudthat it

lookedat first likea little chipof wood.
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Picturedis the silverpocketwatchandsealskinpouchfound in{ǘǊŀƪŜǊΩǎ
pocketwhenhewasfoundmurdered.

ΨLpresumethat youmadeaninventoryof what hehadin hispocketsat
the time of hisdeath,LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΚΩ

'Χ¢ƘŜǊŜwasapouchof sealskinwith half anounceof long-cut
cavendish,asilverwatchwith agoldŎƘŀƛƴΧ'
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Picturedis the pencilcasemadeof aluminumandfivegoldsovereigns
found in{ǘǊŀƪŜǊΩǎpocketwhenhewasfoundmurdered.

ΨLpresumethat youmadeaninventoryof what hehadin hispocketsat
the time of hisdeath,LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΚΩ

'Χ¢ƘŜǊŜwasfivesovereignsin gold,analuminiumpencil-ŎŀǎŜΧ'
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Picturedis the receiptsfor Hay-Mart andJohnsonFeedfound in{ǘǊŀƪŜǊΩǎ
pocketwhenhewasfoundmurdered.

ΨLpresumethat youmadeaninventoryof what hehadin hispocketsat
the time of hisdeath,LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΚΩ 
ΨΧ¢ƘŜǊŜwerea fewǇŀǇŜǊǎΧThreeof themarereceiptedhay-dealers'

accounts.'
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Picturedis the knife found in Strakershand,from the Weiss& Co.,
whenStraker wasfounddead.

ΨLpresumethat youmadeaninventoryof what hehadin hispocketsat
the time of hisdeath,LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΚΩ

'Χŀƴivory-handledknifewith averydelicateinflexibleblademarked
Weiss& Co.,[ƻƴŘƻƴΧ'
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Picturedisanexcerptfrom the storyά{ƛƭǾŜǊ.ƭŀȊŜέat the sceneof the
murderof Strakerand²ŀǘǎƻƴΩǎexplanationof what acataractknifewas.

ΨLǘiswhat we callacataractƪƴƛŦŜΣΩsaidI. 
ΨLthoughtso.Averydelicatebladedevisedfor verydelicatework.A

strangething for amanto carrywith him upona rough expedition,
especiallyasit wouldnot shut in hisǇƻŎƪŜǘΦΩ
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Picturedis the tin boxwhichLestradehadstoredall of the itemsfound in
{ǘǊŀƪŜǊΩǎpocketswhenhewasfounddead.

Weall filed into the front room,andsatround the centraltable,while
the Inspectorunlocked asquaretin boxandlaidasmallheapof things
beforeus.
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Picturedis the cataractknifeStrakerhadin hishandwhenhewas
founddead, alongwith the corktips heusedto protect the blade.

Ψ¢ƘŜtip wasguardedby adiscof corkwhichwe foundbesidehisbody,'
saidthe Inspector.ΨIƛǎwife tellsusthat the knifehadlainfor somedays
uponthe dressing-ǘŀōƭŜΦΩ
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Picturedistitle pagefrom Textbook of OphthalmologybyDr. Ernest
Fuchs.The bookwouldexplainthe usageof acataractknife for eye
surgery.

ΨLǘiswhat we callacataractƪƴƛŦŜΣΩsaidI. 
ΨLthoughtso.Averydelicatebladedevisedfor verydelicatework.A

strangething for amanto carrywith him upona roughexpedition,
especiallyasit wouldnot shut in hisǇƻŎƪŜǘΦΩ
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Picturedisa letter of instructionsonYƛƴƎΩǎPylandletterhead.
ColonelwƻǎǎΩ instructionswerefound in{ǘǊŀƪŜǊΩǎpocket.

Ψ±ŜǊȅpossible.HowaboutthesepapersΚΩ
ΨhƴŜof them isa letter of instructionsfrom ColonelwƻǎǎΦΩ
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Picturedis the receiptfor dove-colouredwalkingdress@22
guineasand accoutrementsfrom MadameLesurierto William
Darbyshire.

Ψ¢Ƙƛǎother isamilliner'saccountfor thirty-sevenpoundsfifteen, made
out by MadameLesurier,of BondStreet,to WilliamDarbyshire. Mrs.
Strakertellsusthat Darbyshirewasa friend of herhusband's,andthat
occasionallyhisletterswereaddressedƘŜǊŜΦΩ
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PicturedisJohn{ǘǊŀƪŜǊΩǎshoe,whichHolmeswasableto useto match
prints in the soilandto trackwhereStrakerhadbeen.

ΨLƴthis bagI haveoneof the boots whichStrakerǿƻǊŜΧandacast
horseshoeof Silver.ƭŀȊŜΦΩ
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Picturedis the stirrup from Silver.ƭŀȊŜΩǎsaddle,usedby the jockey
duringthe WessexCup.AlsopicturedisoneSilver.ƭŀȊŜΩǎhorseshoes,
whichHolmesusedto compareto hoof prints foundnear{ǘǊŀƪŜǊΩǎbody.

Ψ.ǳǘI shouldliketo takea little walkoverthe moorsbeforeit growsdark,
that I mayknowmyground tomorrow,andI think that I shallput this
horseshoe intomypocketforƭǳŎƪΦΩ
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Picturedis the half crownHolmesofferedthe groomat Capletonstables.
The

Britishhalf crownwasworthмѷуof onepound,or two shillingsandsix
pence.

AsSherlockHolmesreplacedthe half-crownwhichhehaddrawnfrom
hispocket, a fierce-lookingelderlymanstrodeout from the gatewith a
hunting-cropswingingin hishand.
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Picturedis the racingprogramfor the WessexCup,scheduledto be
run on September30,1890.SilverBlazewaspart of the 1st race,
competingagainst5 other horses.

Fourdayslater HolmesandI wereagainin the train boundfor
Winchester,to seethe racefor the WessexCup.
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