
Adventure XXXIII ς The Adventure of Black Peter

The Adventure of Black Peter 1

Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
{ƘŜǊƭƻŎƪƛŀƴ ǉǳƛȊȊŜǎΣ ǎƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ {ƛƳƻƴ DƻƻŘŜƴƻǳƎƘΩǎ A Study in 
Scarlet ς A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
hǾŜǊ мΣрлл ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ψ9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ .ƻȄŜǎΩ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ƛƴ 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
ŦƻǊƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ΨcreatedΩ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ΨƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ŦŀǳȄΩ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΣ 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
LǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊǎ ƛƴ нллс ŀǎ ά/ƻǊƻǘΦέ !ŦǘŜǊ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ .ƻȄŜǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ōŜǉǳŜŀǘƘŜŘ ǘƻ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΩǎ ¢ƛƴ .ƻȄ {Ŏƛƻƴ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ŀ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ tŀǳƭ Ŏƻ-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
5ƻōǊȅ ŀƴŘ wǳǎǘȅ aŀǎƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ōȅ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛƴƎ 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛǘŜƳΩǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻȄŜǎ ƛǎ 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



Pictured is a box of cigars, the brand named after Black Peter.

2The Adventure of Black Peter



Pictured is the photo of Cardinal Tosca, who mysteriously disappeared.  
Holmes investigated the death on behalf of the Vatican.

From the story:
In this memorable year '95 a curious and incongruous succession of 

cases had engaged his attention, ranging from his famous investigation of 
the sudden death of Cardinal Tosca - an inquiry which was carried out by 
him at the express desire of his Holiness the Pope.
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Pictured is a Pope Leo XIII  portrait, stereo card and cigarette card, the 
gentleman who asked for Holmes assistance in the murder investigation of 
Cardinal Tosca.

From the story:
ΧǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ 

Tosca - an inquiry which was carried out by him at the express desire of his 
Holiness the Pope.
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Pictured is a letter from the Pope, thanking Holmes for his work on the 
murder of Cardinal Tosca.

From the story:
ΧǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ 

Tosca - an inquiry which was carried out by him at the express desire of his 
Holiness the Pope.
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Pictured is a papal blessing, issued by Pope Leo XIII to Sherlock Holmes 
for his help in the death investigation of Cardinal Tosca.

From the story:
ΧǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ 

Tosca - an inquiry which was carried out by him at the express desire of his 
Holiness the Pope.



Pictured is receipt from the butcher shop where Holmes experimented 
on a pig with a harpoon.

From the story:
ΨLŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ !ƭƭŀǊŘȅŎŜϥǎ ōŀŎƪ ǎƘƻǇ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 

seen a dead pig swung from a hook in the ceiling, and a gentleman in his 
shirt-ǎƭŜŜǾŜǎ ŦǳǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǎǘŀōōƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŀǇƻƴΦΩ
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Pictured is the telegram from Inspector Hopkins to Holmes asking for his 
assistance in the murder of Peter Carey.

From the story:
Ψ!ƘΣ IƻǇƪƛƴǎΣ L Ǝƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛǊŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦ 
/ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦΩ
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tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊ /ŀǊŜȅΩǎ ŎŀōƛƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ƪŜǇǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ 
pocket.  Hopkins used it to unlock the door for Holmes to examine the 
cabin.

From the story:
ΨLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-roomed hut, sixteen feet by ten. He kept the key in 

his pocket, made his own bed, cleaned it himself, and allowed no other 
Ŧƻƻǘ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘΦΩ
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Pictured are the discharge certificates earned by Peter Carey after 
successful voyages throughout his career. The certificate would also 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀƳŀƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ

From the story:
ΨLƴ мууо ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŀƳ ǎŜŀƭŜǊ {Ŝŀ ¦ƴƛŎƻǊƴΣ ƻŦ 5ǳƴŘŜŜΦ IŜ 

had then had several successful voyages in succession, and in the following 
year, 1884, he retired.Ω
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tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǊǳƳ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǇǎ ŦǊƻƳ tŜǘŜǊ /ŀǊŜȅΩǎ ŎŀōƛƴΦ

From the story:
Ψ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘǿƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ 

Peter Carey was fully dressed, suggested that he had an appointment with 
the murderer, which is borne out by the fact that a bottle of rum and two 
ŘƛǊǘȅ ƎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦΩ
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Pictured is the seal-ǎƪƛƴ ǘƻōŀŎŎƻ ǇƻǳŎƘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ tŜǘŜǊ /ŀǊŜȅΩǎ ŎŀōƛƴΣ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ΨtΦ/Ω ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀǇΦ

From the story:
Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻōŀŎŎƻ-ǇƻǳŎƘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦΩ
Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΚΩ
ΨLǘ ƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻŦ ŎƻŀǊǎŜ ǎŜŀƭǎƪƛƴ - the straight-haired skin, 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƻƴƎ ǘƻ ōƛƴŘ ƛǘΦ LƴǎƛŘŜ ǿŀǎ Ψt/Ω ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀǇΦΩ
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Pictured is bŜƭƛƎŀƴΩǎ ƴƻǘŜōƻƻƪ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ/ΦtΦwΦ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎǎΦ

From the story:
Stanley Hopkins drew from his pocket a drab-covered note-book. The 

outside was rough and worn, the leaves were discoloured. On the second 
page were printed the letters 'CPR', and then came several sheets of 
numbers.
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Pictured are shares of stock from Costa Rica, one of the exchanges listed 
in bŜƭƛƎŀƴΩǎ notebook.

From the story:
Another heading was Argentine, another Costa Rica, and another San 

Paulo, each with pages of signs and figures after it.
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Pictured is a book on the history of the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
published in 1887. Stocks of this company were part of the stolen issues 
from Neligan.

From the story:
Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ {ǘƻŎƪ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ΨWIbΩ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ ŀ ōǊƻƪŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ/twΩ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΦΩ
Ψ¢Ǌȅ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ IƻƭƳŜǎΦ
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tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ ŀ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ YŜȅŎƘŀƛƴΦ  bŜƭƭƛƎŀƴΩǎ ƴƻǘŜōƻƻƪ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ŀ 
CPR transaction.

From the story:
Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ {ǘƻŎƪ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ΨWIbΩ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ ŀ ōǊƻƪŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ/twΩ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΦΩ
Ψ¢Ǌȅ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ IƻƭƳŜǎΦ
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Pictured are stocks for the Canadian Pacific Railway. Stocks of this 
company were part of the stolen issues from Neligan.

From the story:
Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ {ǘƻŎƪ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

ΨWIbΩ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ ŀ ōǊƻƪŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ/twΩ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΦΩ
Ψ¢Ǌȅ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ IƻƭƳŜǎΦ



Pictured is the small pen-knife Neligan used to attempt to enter Peter 
/ŀǊŜȅΩǎ ŎŀōƛƴΦ 

From the story:
ΨLǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻōŀōƭŜΦ IŜ ŎŀƳŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƻǇŜƴΦ IŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ 

to get in with the blade of a very small penknife. He could not manage it. 
²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŜ ŘƻΚΩ
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Pictured is the box in which Peter Carey kept his logbook, as well as his 
knife, rum, and cups.  The box was originally a tobacco box. 

From the story:
ΨL ǊŜŀŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǉǳŜǎǘ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀōƛƴΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

the old log-ōƻƻƪǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƛǘΦΩ

19The Adventure of Black Peter



Pictured is the receipt from the Brambletye Hotel where Holmes and 
²ŀǘǎƻƴ ǊƻƻƳŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ .ƭŀŎƪ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ

From the story:
ΨwƻƻƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Brambletye Hotel, so we can 

ǿŀƭƪ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦΩ
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Pictured are postal cards for the Canadian Pacific, possibly part of the 
C.P.R., and the Sea Unicorn of Alendee.

From the story:
Ψ¢Ǌȅ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ IƻƭƳŜǎΦ
ΨΧƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ {Ŝŀ ¦ƴƛŎƻǊƴΣ L ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊϥǎ 

ŦŀǘŜΦΩ
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Pictured is the telegram Captain Basil (Holmes) sent out seeking seamen 
to serve on an exploring ship.

From the story:
ΨIŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘ ŦƻǊƳǎΚ Wǳǎǘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΥ 

Ψ{ǳƳƴŜǊΣ {ƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ !ƎŜƴǘΣ wŀǘŎƭƛŦŦ IƛƎƘǿŀȅΦ {ŜƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŜƴ ƻƴΣ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ 
ten to-morrow morning. - .ŀǎƛƭΦΩ ¢Ƙŀǘϥǎ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŀǊǘǎΦΩ
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Pictured is the telegram Holmes sent to Inspector Hopkins inviting him 
to Baker Street when Holmes expected to capture the murderer.

From the story:
ΨIŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘ ŦƻǊƳǎΚ Wǳǎǘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦΦΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ΨLƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ IƻǇƪƛƴǎΣ псΣ [ƻǊŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ .ǊƛȄǘƻƴΦ /ƻƳŜ 
breakfast to-morrow at nine-thirty. Important. Wire if unable to come. - 
{ƘŜǊƭƻŎƪ IƻƭƳŜǎΦΩ



Pictured is the half sovereign Holmes paid to Lancaster and Pattin for 
applying to serve on the fake exploring ship.

From the story:
ΨL ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǊǘƘ ƛǎ ŦǳƭƭΦ IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƘŀƭŦ ŀ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ 

ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΦ Wǳǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦΩ
The second man was a long, dried-up creature, with lank hair and sallow 

cheeks. He also received his dismissal, his half-sovereign, and the order to 
wait.
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Pictured is the phony contract, or agreement, Captain Basil (Sherlock 
Holmes) executed with Patrick Cairnes.

From the story:
ΨIŜǊŜϥǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ-table. If you sign it the whole matter 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘΦΩ
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Pictured are the handcuffs applied by Holmes to Patrick Cairns as he 
was signing the agreement to serve on the exploring ship.

From the story:
I heard a click of steel and a bellow like an enraged bull. The next instant 

Holmes and the seaman were rolling on the ground together. He was a 
man of such gigantic strength that, even with the handcuffs which Holmes 
ƘŀŘ ǎƻ ŘŜŦǘƭȅ ŦŀǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿǊƛǎǘΧ

26The Adventure of Black Peter


