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Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for 
{ƘŜǊƭƻŎƪƛŀƴ ǉǳƛȊȊŜǎΣ ǎƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ {ƛƳƻƴ DƻƻŘŜƴƻǳƎƘΩǎ A Study in 
Scarlet ς A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting 
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.  
hǾŜǊ мΣрлл ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ψ9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ .ƻȄŜǎΩ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ƛƴ 
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion 
meetings.  

What Paul could not find, he made.  He became known as a master 
ŦƻǊƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ΨcreatedΩ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ΨƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ŦŀǳȄΩ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΣ 
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street 
LǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊǎ ƛƴ нллс ŀǎ ά/ƻǊƻǘΦέ !ŦǘŜǊ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ .ƻȄŜǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ōŜǉǳŜŀǘƘŜŘ ǘƻ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΩǎ ¢ƛƴ .ƻȄ {Ŏƛƻƴ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ŀ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ tŀǳƭ Ŏƻ-
founded in 1989.  Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and 
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at 
each society meeting.  

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the 
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny 
5ƻōǊȅ ŀƴŘ wǳǎǘȅ aŀǎƻƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ōȅ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛƴƎ 
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory 
ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛǘŜƳΩǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻȄŜǎ ƛǎ 
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.



2His Last Bow

Pictured are cigarette cards of the German Man-of-War flag, Austria-
Hungary flag, the Kaiser looking through a field binocular, and a death card 
for a German soldier killed in action.



3His Last Bow

Pictured is a letter on 10 Downing Street stationery from H.H. Asquith, 
Prime Minster, to Henniker Heaton.  Asquith was Prime Minister for the 
first part of World War I.
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4His Last Bow

Pictured is the Royal Automobile Club map of England and Wales, which 
Holmes and Watson would have found very useful.
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Pictured are German Deutschmarks  issued 3-days after this story takes 
place, obviously in response to the start of WWI.
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Pictured are helmets worn by the British and Germans during World 
War I.



7His Last Bow

Pictured is an 1898 Mauser rifle and bayonet, a popular weapon during 
World War I.



8His Last Bow

Pictured are models of the cars driven by Watson and ridden in by Von 
Herling.

From the story:
One of these was his present companion, Baron Von Herling, the chief 

secretary of the legation, whose huge 100-horse-power Benz car was 
blocking the country lane as it waited to waft its owner back to London.
Χŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊ ǎǿǳƴƎ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƛǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

Ford coming in the opposite direction.
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Pictured is a model of the Curtiss Jenny, which was used by the Allies as 
a trainer plane in the war. 

From the story:
Each pigeon-hole had its label, and his eyes as he glanced along them 

ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ŀǎ ΨCƻǊŘǎΣΩ ΨHarbour-defencesΣΩ 
ΨAeroplanesΣΩΧ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ



10His Last Bow

tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ ŀ Ǉǳō Ƴŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ΨWƻƘƴ .ǳƭƭΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ±ŀƴ IŜǊƭƛƴƎ 
referred to the British as. John Bull was a national personification of the 
United Kingdom, especially in political cartoons

From the story:
ΨLǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ-day or to-morrow with Mr. John Bull. If he prefers to-day we are 

ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǊŜŀŘȅΦΩ
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Pictured is the cypher of George V (George Rex), King of England during 
World War I.

From the story:
ΨIŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǿŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎϥǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ YƛƴƎΦ aǳǎǘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻΚΩ



12His Last Bow

Pictured is the telegram from Altamont to Von Bork regarding sparking 
plugs

From the story:
Von Bork pushed over a telegram.
Ψ²ƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ-night and bring new sparking plugs. - 

![¢!ahb¢ΦΩ



13His Last Bow

Pictured are Lodge sparking plugs. Lodge was a friend of Conan Doyle 
ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭΦ  {ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǇƭǳƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ !ƭǘŀƳƻƴǘΩǎ ŎƻŘŜΦ

From the story:
Von Bork pushed over a telegram.
Ψ²ƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ-night and bring new sparking plugs. - 

![¢!ahb¢ΦΩ
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Pictured is the user manual for a 1913 Ford,  the brand of car which 
Watson drove to the Von Bork residence.

From the story:
ΧǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ǎƻ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 

hardly observed that as his car swung round the village street it nearly 
passed over a little Ford coming in the opposite direction.



15His Last Bow

tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ ƳƻōΣ ƻǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŎŀǇΣ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƻǳǎŜƪŜŜǇŜǊ ŀǘ ±ƻƴ .ƻǊƪΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ

From the story:
Only one window showed a light behind them; in it there stood a lamp, 

and beside it, seated at a table, was a dear old ruddy-faced woman in a 
country cap.



16His Last Bow

Pictured is a cigarette card for Count Von Zeppelin, who developed the 
airship mentioned by Von Herling to Von Bork.

From the story:
ΨThe heavens, too, may not be quite so peaceful if all that the good 

Zeppelin promises us comes true.Ω



17His Last Bow

Pictured is pages from Military Aeronautics, containing photographs of 
typical European military dirigibles, which Van Herling mentioned.

From the story:
Ψ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎΣ ǘƻƻΣ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎƻ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ƛŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ 

½ŜǇǇŜƭƛƴ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǳǎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘǊǳŜΦΩ



18His Last Bow

tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ ±ƻƴ .ƻǊƪΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ !ƭǘŀƳƻƴǘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎǇȅƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
Holmes thought best to cash it before payment was stopped.

From the story:
He sat down at the table and scribbled a cheque, which he tore from 

the book, but he refrained from handing it to his companion.



19His Last Bow

tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ IƻƭƳŜǎΩ ƳŀƎƴǳƳ ƻǇǳǎ ƻƴ .ŜŜ-Keeping, which he presented 
to Van Bork.

From the story:
Then he sat gazing for a moment in silent amazement at a small blue 

book which lay before him. Across the cover was printed in golden letters 
Practical Handbook of Bee Culture.
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Pictured is the bottle of Tokaji Aszu from the Schoenbrunn Palace wine 
cellars, which Holmes and Watson toasted to after the capture of Von 
Bork. 

From the story:
Ψ!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƭŀǎǎΣ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΗΩ ǎŀƛŘ aǊΦ {ƘŜǊƭƻŎƪ IƻƭƳŜǎΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

bottle of Imperial Tokay.
ΨLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƛƴŜΣ IƻƭƳŜǎΦΩ
Ψ! ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ǿƛƴŜΣ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΦ hǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŦŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ƳŜ 

that it is from Franz Joseph's special cellar at the Schoenbrunn tŀƭŀŎŜΦΩ
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Pictured is the bottle of chloroform, as well as the sponge, used to bring 
down Von Bork.

From the story:
The next he was gripped at the back of his neck by a grasp of iron, and a 

chloroformed sponge was held in front of his writhing face.



22His Last Bow

Pictured is an ashtray and box of matches from the Claridge Hotel.

From the story:
Ψ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ƻǊ ǎƻ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ǎŀǿ ȅƻǳǊ 

lamp go out and knew that the coast was clear. You can report to me to-
ƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ aŀǊǘƘŀΣ ŀǘ /ƭŀǊƛŘƎŜϥǎ IƻǘŜƭΦΩ
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Pictured is a certificate for the Ancient Order of Hibernians. Holmes 
joined an Irish secret society at Buffalo as part of his cover as Altamont.

From the story:
Ψ²ƘŜƴ L ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ Ƴȅ ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎŜ ŀǘ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΣ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ 

LǊƛǎƘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀǘ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻΦΩ



24His Last Bow

tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ WƻƘƴ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΩǎ drivers license.

From the story:
ΨL ŦŜŜƭ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊΣ IƻƭƳŜǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƭŘƻƳ ŦŜƭǘ ǎƻ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀǎ 

when I got your wire asking me to meet you at Harwich with the car.'



25His Last Bow

Pictured is the map of Ireland which Holmes made use of. As part of his 
Irish-American cover, Holmes, had traveled to Ireland.

From the story:
Ψ²ƘŜƴ L ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ Ƴȅ ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎŜ ŀǘ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΣ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ 

Irish secret society at Buffalo, gave serious trouble to the constabulary at 
SkibbareenΧΩ



26His Last Bow

tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wa{ /ŀǊƻƴƛŀΣ  ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ 
one passenger, Charles Altamont, automobile mechanic, from Sussex to 
Chicago, 1912. This was part of Holmes establishing his cover identity. 

From the story:
Ψ²ƘŜƴ L ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ Ƴȅ ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎŜ ŀǘ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΧΩ
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Pictured is the certificate given to Holmes as a certified bee-keeper. 

From the story:
Ψ.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘΣ IƻƭƳŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ŀ 

hermit among your bees and your books in a small farm upon the South 
5ƻǿƴǎΦΩ
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Pictured is the forged Passbook of Charles Altamont used by Holmes to 
travel to the States.

From the story:
Ψ!ǎ Ƴȅ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ȅƻǳΣ aǊΦ !ƭǘŀƳƻƴǘ ƻŦ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ 
ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΦ L ǳǎŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƴŜΦΩ



Additional items of interest 
in  άHis Last Bowέ not 
included in the original 

Evidence Box.
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Pictured is a postal card from Olympia, a multi-purpose event centre, 
where Von Bork would compete in four-in-hand, an equestrian event.

From the story:
Ψ¸ƻǳ ȅŀŎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ȅƻǳ Ƙǳƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀȅ ǇƻƭƻΣ ȅƻǳ ƳŀǘŎƘ 

them in every game, your four-in-ƘŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜ ŀǘ hƭȅƳǇƛŀΦΩ


