Adventure LX — The Adventure of the Sussex
Vampire

Paul Churchill once quipped he had a hard time studying for
Sherlockian quizzes, so inspired by Simon Goodenough’s A Study in
Scarlet — A Sherlock Holmes Murder Dossier, Paul began collecting
Canonical artifacts around 1990 to help him remember each story.
Over 1,500 artifacts later, Paul’s ‘Evidence Boxes’ became legendary in
the Sherlockian world as he displayed them at numerous Scion
meetings.

What Paul could not find, he made. He became known as a master
forger, and ‘created’ numerous ‘genuine faux’ objects, such as letters,
documents, and telegrams. Paul was invested in the Baker Street
Irregulars in 2006 as “Corot.” After Paul’s passing, the Evidence Boxes
were bequeathed to Watson’s Tin Box Scion Society, a Society Paul co-
founded in 1989. Debbie Clark has maintained the Boxes and
continues the practice of displaying the items from one of the Boxes at
each society meeting.

Beth Austin assisted in this effort by photographing, annotating the
items, and finding the quotes for many of the items, while Denny
Dobry and Rusty Mason supported Paul’s efforts by photographing
each of the items, as well as developing a comprehensive inventory
with notations of item’s mentioned in the story. Each of the Boxes is
posted with permission of Debbie Clark and Jacquelynn Morris.
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Pictured is a small box of Ferguson & Muirhead, Tea Brokers, blueberry
tea. Ferguson was the head of a tea brokerage.

From the story:

Our client, Mr Robert Ferguson, of Ferguson & Muirhead, tea brokers, of
Mincing Lane, has made some inquiry from us in a communication of even
date concerning vampires.
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Mx. Sherlock Holmes Esg
221b Baker Street,
London.

MORRISON, MORRISON, AND DODD,

Solicitors to Industry,

offices at:
46, Old Jewry,

London ‘EC.

Nov. 19th 1896.

Re Vampires.
Sir,--

Our client, Mr Robert Ferguson, of Ferguson & Muirhead, tea brokers, of
Mincing Lane, has made some enquiry fromus in a communication of even
date concerning vampires. As our firm specializes entirely upon the
assessment of machinery the matter hardly comes within our purview, and
we have therefore recommended Mr. Ferguson to call upon you and lay the
matter before you. We have not forgotten your successful action in the

-
case of Matilda Briggs.

We are, Sir, faithfully youars,

MORRISON, MORRISON,*and DODD.

Pictured is the letter of introduction to Holmes from Ferguson’s
solicitors concerning vampires.

From the story:

Our client, Mr Robert Ferguson, of Ferguson & Muirhead, tea brokers, of
Mincing Lane, has made some inquiry from us in a communication of even
date concerning vampires...

We are, Sir, Faithfully yours, MORRISON, MORRISON, AND DODD
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Pictured is Cruchley’s Railway and Telegraphic County Map of Sussex,
sixpence, colored, which was helpful for Holmes and Watson to their visit
to Sussex.

From the story:
‘Cheeseman's, Lamberley. Where is Lamberley, Watson?’
‘It is in Sussex, south of Horsham.’
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Pictured is Ferguson’s follow-up letter to Holmes following that of his
solicitors.

From the story:

He took up a second letter which had lain unnoticed upon the table
whilst he had been absorbed with the first.
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Pictured is one of the £5 notes Mrs. Ferguson bribed her nurse for not
telling her husband she was biting her son’s neck.

From the story:

The nurse was so horrified that she wished to call the husband, but the
lady implored her not to do so, and actually gave her five pounds as a
price for her silence.

The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire




Pictured are 2 photographs of young Jacky, one with Carlo, both with a
cane/crutch at his side.

From the story:

The gentleman had been married twice and he had one son by the first
wife. This boy was now fifteen, a very charming and affectionate youth,
though unhappily injured through an accident in childhood.
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Pictured is the telegram from Holmes to Robert Ferguson accepting the
consultation.

From the story:

‘I never get your limits, Watson,” said he. ‘There are unexplored
possibilities about you. Take a wire down, like a good fellow. Will examine
your case with pleasure.
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THE NEW YORK HERALD, LONDON, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1889,
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Pictured is The New York Herald, London edition, November 10, 1889,

containing listings of the rugby matches including Blackheath and
Richmond.

From the story:

| believe your friend Watson played Rugby for Blackheath when | was

three-quarter for Richmond. It is the only personal introduction which |
can give.
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Pictured is the team photo for the Blackheath rugby team which Watson
was a member of at one time.

From the story:

| believe your friend Watson played Rugby for Blackheath when | was
three-quarter for Richmond. It is the only personal introduction which |
can give.
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Pictured is the page from Holmes’ notebook listing facts about Dolores,
Jack, and the attacks.

From the story:
Holmes made a note...
Once again Holmes made a note. For some time he sat lost in thought.
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Pictured is a ceramic tile with the notation ‘Cheeseman’. Cheeseman
was the name of Ferguson’s residence.

From the story:

‘I rather fancy we shall know a good deal more about Cheeseman’s’

The doorsteps were worn into curves, and the ancient tiles which lined
the porch were marked with the rebus of a cheese and a man, after the
original builder.
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Pictured is a pub mat from The Chequers, the inn which Holmes and
Watson stayed in Lamberley.

From the story:

It was evening of a dull, foggy November day when, having left our bags
at the 'Chequers’, Lamberley, we drove through the Sussex clay of a long
winding lane...
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Pictured is the receipt for room and breakfast at The Chequers, the inn

which Holmes and Watson stayed in Lamberley.

From the story:

It was evening of a dull, foggy November day when, having left our bags
at the 'Chequers’, Lamberley, we drove through the Sussex clay of a long

winding lane...
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Pictured is a small brochure from 1888 with a tour including a stop at
The Chequers, the pub at which Holmes and Watson stayed during the
investigation.

From the story:

It was evening of a dull, foggy November day when, having left our bags
at the 'Chequers’, Lamberley, we drove through the Sussex clay of a long
winding lane...
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Pictured is the dog tag for Carlo, the family’s spaniel.

From the story:

A spaniel had lain in a basket in the corner.

‘That's what puzzled the vet. A sort of paralysis. Spinal meningitis, he
thought. But it is passing. He'll be all right soon - won't you, Carlo?’

The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire
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Pictured is the key to Mrs Ferguson’s room. Dolores, the maid, kept the
key to her mistress’s room in her pocket.

From the story:

It struck me as | looked at it that if Ferguson tried to force his way to his
wife he would find it no easy matter. The girl drew a key from her pocket,
and the heavy oaken planks creaked upon their old hinges.

The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire 17
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Pictured is a fruit label for Jackie Boy, with little Jacky as the cover boy.

From the story:
He was a remarkable lad, pale-faced and fair-haired, with excitable light

blue eyes which blazed into a sudden flame of emotion and joy as they
rested upon his father.
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Pictured is a Cracker Jack tin, with little Jacky as the cover boy.

From the story:

He was a remarkable lad, pale-faced and fair-haired, with excitable light
blue eyes which blazed into a sudden flame of emotion and joy as they
rested upon his father.
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Pictured are part of South American weapons displayed on wall at
Cheeseman’s. This dart was used by Little Jacky to poison his step-brother.

From the story:

‘If the child were pricked with one of those arrows dipped in curare or
some other devilish drug, it would mean death if the venom were not
sucked out.
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Pictured is page from Holmes’ notebook, notifying Mrs. Ferguson he
knows of her sucking out the poison which Jacky had administered.

From the story:

‘Oh, yes, she will,” said Holmes. He scribbled a few lines upon a sheet of
paper. ‘You at least have the entrée, Watson. Will you have the goodness
to give the lady this note?’
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Pictured is the personally typed letter from Holmes to Morrison, et al,
thanking them for their recommendation and stating that the case had
been drawn to a satisfactory conclusion.

From the story:
| have only one further note in this case. It is the letter which Holmes
wrote in final answer to that with which the narrative begins.

The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire
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Additional items of interest
in “The Adventure of the
Sussex Vampire” not
included in the original
Evidence Box.
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East Streel, Horsham.

Pictured is a postal card for the village of Horsham, England.

From the story:
‘Cheeseman's, Lamberley. Where is Lamberley, Watson?’
‘It is in Sussex, south of Horsham.”’
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Pictured is an Australian coin commemorating the ill-fated ship, the
Gloria Scott.

From the story:

‘Voyage of the Gloria Scott,” he read. ‘That was a bad business. | have
some recollection that you made a record of it, Watson, though | was
unable to congratulate you upon the result.

The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire
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“THE BIG MATCH"

BLACKHEATH v RICHMOND
A regular fixture since 1863-64

o

1861

BLACKHEATH Richmond
ERUGBY Rugby

SATURDAY 11 NOVEMBER at THE UTILITA - 15:00

Pictured is the poster for the Blackheath versus Richmond rugby match.

Watson played for Blackheath, Bob Ferguson for Richmond.

From the story:

| believe your friend Watson played Rugby for Blackheath when | was
three-quarter for Richmond. It is the only personal introduction which |

can give.
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Pictured is a map from Old Deer Park, Richmond, where rugby matches
were held. Watson and Ferguson faced off there.

From the story:
‘You don't look quite the man you did when | threw you over the ropes
into the crowd at the Old Deer Park.

The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire
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Pictured is a painting of Queen Eleanor sucking the blood from the arm
of Edward to save his life.

From the story:
‘Was there not a Queen in English history who sucked such a wound to
draw poison from it?”

The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire
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